
Introductions 
and Conclusions
An introduction draws the readers’ attention into your writing. A conclusion leaves the 
readers with a lasting impression. Both introductions and conclusions can be difficult to write.

An introduction draws the reader from their world into 
yours. It focuses the readers’ attention on the topic and 
inspires their curiosity about what you have to say. It 
specifies your subject and implies your attitude. In ac-
ademic writing, it will usually include your thesis state-
ment. Generally, your introduction should be concise 
and sincere.

Ideas for Intros:

Give background information about your topic.
Mention other viewpoints besides your own.
Ask questions that will interest your reader and keep 
them engaged.
Use an interesting and relevant quotation to introduce 
your topic.
Use an anecdote to help illustrate your topic.
Give a brief “roadmap” of your paper by outlining the 
main points 
in your body paragraphs.
Define a word or term that is central to your subject.
Refute a common argument.
Present a new slant on well-known idea.

DO NOT:

Restate the title of your essay.
Write as if the title was the first sentence of your 
introduction.
Open with a gimmicky question.
Begin with distracting visuals, like fancy lettering. 
Announce the topic (a.k.a. “billboarding”).

Conclusions may be the most important part of any 
writing assignment, as it contains your last word on 
your topic. It is your last chance to make your point to 
your readers. A strong conclusing statement should 
focus your readers’ attention on your main points and 
hold their attention until the very end.
Conclusions should also provide a sense of complete-
ness (no cliffhangers!) and perhaps help convince them 
of your argument. 

Ideas for Conclusions:

Restate the controlling idea of your paper.
Follow through with the end of a story chronologically.
Use an illustration to leave your reader with a concrete 
example.
Make a prediction.
Recommend or propose a course of action.
Use a relevant quotation at the end.

DO NOT:

Use the phrase “in conclusion.”
Start a whole new topic.
Contradict your point.
Make obvious statements.
Repeat your thesis statement word for word.
Summarize in vague or confusing terms.
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