
Sentence 
Fragments

A complete sentence (or main clause) contains a subject and a verb and 
is not a subordinate clause. 

A main clause makes a complete statement and can stand alone as a 
sentence.

A subordinate clause is similar to a main clause except that it starts with a 
subordinating word like when, because, or who. These words will 
transform a complete sentence into a part of speech that can be used like 
a noun, an adjective, or a verb. 

These fragments can often be corrected by removing the subordinating 
word.

Sentence fragments may be missing a verb. 
They may also be missing a subject. 
They may also be a subordinate clause which is not joined to a complete 
sentence. 

Most of the time, fragments can be corrected by joining the fragment to a 
sentence before or after it. You may have to revise your sentence to make 
sure it contains both a subject and a verb.

Sometimes a fragment occurs when a verb ending in -ing is used 
incorrectly.
These fragments can be corrected by adding a helping verb or by 
changing the verb tense.
One can also try adding more detail to complete the sentence.

Fragments can also be caused by separating phrases that begin with who, 
which, or whose from the words they are modifying. 

These fragments can be corrected when these phrases are combined.

A sentence fragment is an incomplete thought, almost like a fraction. They can look like 
complete sentences because they begin with a capital letter and have end punctuation, but they 
aren’t finished.

I ate the pizza.

When I ate the pizza.

Because I didn’t finish my 
homework.

I didn’t finish my homework. 

The ring my grandmother wore.
Bent out of shape.
Since it was made of soft gold.

The ring my grandmother wore was 
bent out of shape since it was made 
of soft gold.

The tabby cat purring.
The tabby cat was purring.
The tabby cat purrs.
The cat purring in my lap is named 
Yahtzee.

My roommate is a clean freak. Who 
hates when dishes are left in the 
sink overnight.

My roommate is a clean freak who 
hates when dishes are left in the 
sink overnight.



Sentence 
Fragments
Fragments can also occur when the subject and the predicate of the sen-
tence are separated.

To correct these fragments, combine the subject with its predicate.

Some fragments can be created when an introductory modifying phrase 
is cut off and punctuated as a separate sentence.

These fragments can also be corrected by combining the introductory 
modifying phrase with the rest of the sentence it should be introducing.

Carlos, after winning the donut-eat-
ing contest. Barfed all over the caf-
eteria stairs.

Carlos barfed all over the cafeteria 
stairs after winning the donut-
eating contest. -OR- Carlos, after 
winning the donut-eating contest, 
barfed all over the cafeteria stairs.

After becoming superstars. Many 
artists and celebrities struggle with 
fame.

Many artists and celebrities 
struggle with fame after becoming 
a superstars. -OR- After becoming 
superstars, many artists and 
celebrities struggle with fame.

Try This: What strategy will you use to correct the following sentence fragments?

1. Within each group, a wide range of features to choose from. It was difficult to distinguish between them.

2. It can be really embarrassing to be so emotional. Especially when you are on your first date, you feel that you 
should be in control.

3. With my brother standing by my side. I reached for the pot handle. Tilting the pot way too much. Caused the 
boiling water to spill.

4. The scene was filled with beauty. Such as the sun sending its brilliant rays to the earth and the leaves of vari-
ous shades of red, yellow, and brown moving slowly in the wind.

5. Being a friend of mine like he was when we first joined the soccer team. Together we learned a lot.

6. The small, one-story houses are all the same size and style. With no difference except the color.
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